
Kindergarten News
December

Math Workshop
December is an exciting month and during our Math Workshop this
month we will be focusing on comparing numbers and describing and
comparing measurable attributes of two objects. Students will be able to
use various counters and manipulatives to identify if the number of
objects in one group or set is greater than, less than or equal to the
number in another group of objects. After using counting and matching
strategies, students will compare two written numbers between one and ten when they are shown two
numerals. Kindergartners will draw pictures to compare quantities and use strategies including lining

Recess and Self Help Skills
Winter weather will be here before we know it. Please be sure to
dress your child appropriately for the weather. Warm jackets, hats,
and gloves/mittens are recommended. As long as the weather or
wind chill is above 20 degrees, we will be going outside for recess if
the blacktop is clear from snow and ice. Students are allowed to play
out in the snow if they have both snow pants AND snow boots. The
playscape area will be open for children with snow boots on a day to
day basis depending on snowfall and ice. The blacktop area will be
open during recess for students with any other footwear attire. The
children will have access to jump ropes, balls, hula hoops, chalk,
basketball hoops, and many other activities while outside in the cold
conditions. If there is any �nancial hardship for providing your child
with winter clothing, please let your child’s teacher know, as we will
be happy to support and accommodate you in any way we can.
As the wet/snow season approaches, we would ask that everyone
be sure your child has an extra set of clothes in the classroom. If you
haven’t already done so, please send in a set of clothes in a plastic
bag with your child’s name on it. If you had previously sent in warm
weather clothes, please replace shorts and t-shirts with long pants
and long-sleeve tops.
Things to practice:

Zipping up coats independently
Tying shoes
Putting on and taking off snow pants independently
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up items carefully and placing items without uneven spacing to help them visually compare more, less,
longer, shorter etc.

Another hands-on tool the students will be introduced to is a number path. A number path is a
counting model where numbers are represented by rectangles and the rectangles can be counted. We
then will ask students to “show 4 on the number path”. What we will be looking for is students showing
that 4 includes 4 rectangles and not just the last rectangle. This builds on their idea of cardinality.

Students will also be thinking about measurable attributes that objects possess: such as length,
height, weight, etc. Another hands-on tool will be used help them practice the concepts of heavier,
lighter, more or less by �lling the pans on a balance, where visually they can see the heavier weight of
objects make the balance pan go down.

There are things you can do at home to help your child practice these important comparing and
number recognition skills.

Play “War” or “Top it” card game with playing cards.
Provide lots of experiences helping your child to explore capacity by �lling cups and containers of
all sizes with different materials, water, sand, beans etc.
Ask questions about numbers of items that will give your child a chance to use math vocabulary
and to explain their thinking. (such as: less than, greater than, equal, taller, shorter, heavier, and
number path)
Give opportunities to count and compare groups of objects and to talk about them.

Number Path Pan Balance Play Top It or
"War"

Writer's Workshop
This month we continue with Narrative story writing. The students will
be focusing on adding story feature details into their illustrations and
sentences. Describing things such as who was with you, where were you
when this event happened, and what happened are all great details to
think about when composing a story. Students will also learn to add
feeling to the end of their writing pieces. At this point in the year we expect that the students can
dictate (tell) their stories and add illustrations to match. Adding the sentences will be a continued work
in progress.

If you would like to support your child's writing skills at home, there are a few things you can do:

have them tell you a moment about their day, describing who, where, what, and how they felt
illustrate a story with details that shows who, where, what, and how they felt
form phonetically spelled sentences to match the story.
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Remember, we are working hard on getting the students to become independent writers. Encourage
them to sound out words slowly, and write ANY sounds they hear in a word. We expect words to be
spelled phonetically, but we also know every child is writing at their own pace, and that is ok! When a
kindergartner is writing the word pumpkin, we may see a variety of spellings in the classroom such as:
"p" "pn" "pkin" or "pmpkn." 
When supporting your child to write the sounds they hear, consider using these questions or prompts
instead of telling them how to spell words:

What sounds do you hear in the word ____?
What sound do you hear �rst?
What sound do you hear at the end?
Let's say that word together slowly, count with your �ngers each time you hear a sound.
I hear a ___ sound, what letter makes that sound?
You hear a ___ sound, is that sound at the beginning, middle, or end of the word?

Reader's Workshop

In Reader’s Workshop we have been talking about �ction books, so as
we move into learning about non-�ction books we will be exploring the
similarities and differences of non-�ction and �ction texts.
The students will be learning how to identify the main topic and key
details of non-�ction texts as well being able to tell what we have learned from a text. We will also �nd
the connections between several non-�ction texts and the individuals in them, the ideas given, the
events and the pieces of information given in each text.

We will continue our non-�ction work through the month of January. So it's a great time to snuggle
with your little one, reading non-�ction books on any topic of interest. Make sure you check out the
pictures and illustrations as they help our emerging readers learn new facts!

Science and Social Studies
December brings our second unit in science and social studies: Animals & Habitats. Students will read
and enjoy stories �lled with animal characters and will learn animal facts as well. In “Animals and
Habitats,” we will study, owls, salmon, wolves, and even the life cycle of frogs. We will also explore and
learn about their habitats. Our dramatization center will change from a home and school into a pond.
During the unit it will morph and change to a woodland forest as we learn about more animals. We
even will explore with water (maybe even snow!) in our discovery center. Building off our previous unit,
Our Community, children continue to explore concepts of living in a community, working with Beautiful
Stuff, and Storytelling/Story Acting. The concepts that children develop about animals and their
habitats during this unit will come into play again in, “Our Earth,” this spring!

You can share these experiences with your child by:

asking what animal he/she is learning about
sharing artwork and creations that come home to �nd out what inspired the project
explore the animals outside your window or in your yard and provoke thoughts about how the
weather impacts those animals that live in our area
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Phonics, Word Study, and Handwriting
Handwriting Without Tears
The HWT teaching order is planned to help children learn handwriting skills in the easiest and most
e�cient way. All uppercase letters start at the top and strokes are taught in a speci�c sequence. This
teaches correct formation and eliminates reversals. The uppercase letters are taught �rst, in the
following groups:
Frog Jump Capitals
F E D P B R N M
These letters start at the top left corner with a big line on the left. The student will "jump" their writing
tool back to the top to complete the letter with straight or curved lines. Having to return to the top left
helps to eliminate reversals of these letters.
Starting Corner Capitals
H K L U V W X Y Z
Children start at the top left and practice the left-to-right formation habit. These letters reinforce the
order of reading - left to right and top to bottom.
Center Starters
C O Q G S A I T J
C, O, Q, and G start with a big curve, "Magic C" and the S starts with a little curve. The remaining letters
start with a "big line down".
Lively Letters
With the help of the Lively Letters characters, we continue to strengthen phonemic awareness
(hearing and recognizing sounds). Letter/sound relationships are practiced using words in a
consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) pattern. The beginning, middle and ending sounds are produced
individually, /c/ /a/ /t/ and then blended together to say the word "cat". The children enjoy making real
words and "alien" words as we switch out the beginning, middle and ending sounds.
Short vowel sounds are challenging to hear and to correctly match with the letter representing the
sound. You can help your child to strengthen this skill by using alphabet cards or magnetic letters to
make CVC words. Switch the vowel and read the new word with them. For example, hat, het, hit, hot,
hut. Then switch out the beginning sound, pat, pet, pit, pot, put. Switching the last sound often
produces "alien" words, pam, pem, pim, pom, pum. These are important as well, as they will begin to
recognize the CVC word as the beginning of another word, "pumpkin".
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